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NORTH DAKOTA FFA ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

CONSTITUTION AND BY - LAWS 
 

(Revised 11/12/18) 
(updated: 06/2022) 

 
CONSTITUTION 

 
ARTICLE I.  Name and Purposes 
 
 Section A.  The name of the association shall be "North Dakota FFA Association, Inc." a non-stock, 

non-profit corporation organized under Chapter 10-40, North Dakota Century Code. The 
principal place of business shall be the State Capitol, 15th Floor, Bismarck, ND. 

 
    Members are hereinafter referred to as "FFA members" and the letters "FFA" may be 

officially used to designate the organization, its units or members, thereof. 
 
ARTICLE II. Objectives of the Organization 
 
    The objectives of the organization shall be consistent with Section 3 of the organizations 

federal charter, public law 105-225 (formerly pl 81-740). 
 
    The organization shall cooperate with National and State government agencies and officials 

for agricultural education in accomplishing the following objectives: 
 
    1. To be an integral part of the organized instructional programs in agricultural 

education which prepare students for a wide range of careers in agriculture, 
agribusiness, and other agriculture related occupations. 

 
    2. To strengthen the confidence of students in themselves and in their work by 

developing desirable work habits and the effective use of their time; by learning to 
assume responsibility; and by developing competencies in communications, human 
relations, and other social abilities leading to the intelligent choice of a career and 
successful employment or entrepreneurship in the agriculture industry. 

 
    3. To provide agriculture related programs and activities which will develop pride, 

responsibility, leadership, character, scholarship, citizenship, patriotism, thrift, 
and which will improve the economic, environmental, recreational and human 
resources of the community. 

 
    4. To encourage and recognize achievement in supervised agricultural experience 

programs, scholarship, leadership, and other individual and group activities by 
providing awards to deserving members and chapters. 

 
ARTICLE III. Organization 
 
 Section A.  The North Dakota FFA Association, Inc., is a state association, of, by, and for students 

enrolled in agricultural education programs.  It shall consist of chartered local chapters in 
secondary schools having systematic instruction in agricultural education offered under 
the provisions of the Federal Vocational Education Legislation.  Such chapter shall operate 
as an integral part of the instructional program of agricultural education. 

 
 Section B.  Local FFA chapters may be organized in secondary schools where systematic instruction 

in agricultural education is offered under the provisions of the Federal Vocational 
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Education Legislation. 
   
 Section C.  Members of local chapters shall meet, organize, and adopt a constitution and by-laws which 

shall not conflict with that of the State and National Constitutions, elect officers, develop a 
program of activities, and then apply to the State Advisor for membership in the State 
Association.  Upon approval of the application by the State Advisor, the members of the 
local chapters may then be recognized as a part of the State FFA Organization.  

 
ARTICLE IV. Procedure for Determining Standing of Local Chapters  
     
 Section A.  A local chapter shall be considered to be in good standing with the State Association when 

the following general conditions are met: 
 
    1. All annual State and National dues have been paid by a date determined by the 

State Association. 
 
    2. All reports have been submitted as required by the State Association. 
 
    3. Provisions of the local constitution do not conflict with the State and National FFA 

Constitutions, and chapter activities are in harmony with the ideals and purposes 
of the National FFA Organization. 

 
    4. The governing body of the State Association shall have the power to suspend local 

chapter charters upon receipt of evidence of infringements on the provisions of the 
State or the National FFA Constitutions.  In the event any local chapter is not in 
good standing with the State Association at the time of the opening of the State 
Convention, the delegates in session at that convention shall have the power, upon 
the recommendation of the State governing body, to withdraw the charter and 
refuse such chapter official representation at the State Convention.  When such 
action is taken, the chapter in question and the members thereof shall be denied 
the regular privileges of membership in the organization.  Upon meeting the 
requirements for standing, a chapter may be reinstated by action of the State 
governing body. 

 
5. In the event a local department of agricultural education in which a chartered 

chapter of FFA is located is being discontinued or has an absence of a certified 
agricultural education instructor, the chapter so involved may be permitted to 
operate officially for a period of 12 months from date of discontinuance of the 
department or loss of teacher. After the 12-month period the school district must 
submit annually a ND FFA Chapter Continuation form to the ND FFA Board of 
Directors.  The board will review the submitted form and provide a ruling on the 
eligibly of the FFA Chapter. Local chapter charters must be surrendered to the State 
Advisor at the end of a 36-month period if a local department of agricultural 
education is not again in operation in the school at that time. 

 
6. Chapters without seated delegates at the annual State FFA Convention will be 

deemed ineligible for participation in any State Convention activities. Those 
chapters will then go under review by the executive committee to determine chapter 
eligibility for future FFA events. 

 
ARTICLE V. Membership 
 
 Section A.  Membership in the State FFA Organization shall be of four kinds: student and adult. 
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 Section B.  "Student Membership" – On meeting the minimum qualifications as set forth in the National 
Constitution, student membership may be conferred by a chartered FFA Chapter.  

 
 Section C.  "Adult Membership" - Membership shall be open to former student members, and honorary 

degree recipients present and former professional agricultural educators, parents of FFA 
members, and others interested in and supportive of the FFA. 

 
ARTICLE VI. Degrees and Privileges of Active Membership 
 
 Section A.  There shall be five degrees of student membership based upon individual achievement.  

These are: (1) the Discovery FFA Degree (2) the Greenhand FFA Degree (3) the Chapter FFA 
Degree; (4) the State FFA Degree; and (5) the American FFA Degree.  The National 
Organization shall set the minimum qualifications for each degree. 

 
 Section B.   “Discovery FFA Degree” – On meeting the minimum qualifications as set forth in the 

National Constitution, the Discovery FFA Degree may be conferred by the chapter.  
 
 Section C.   "Greenhand Degree" - On meeting the minimum qualifications as set forth in the National 

Constitution, the Greenhand FFA Degree may be conferred by the chapter.  
 
 Section D.   "Chapter FFA Degree" - On meeting the minimum qualifications as set forth in the National 

Constitution, the Chapter FFA Degree may be conferred by the chapter.  
 
 Section E.   "State FFA Degree" - To be eligible to receive the State FFA Degree from the State 

Association, the member must meet the following minimum qualifications: 
   
    1. Have received the Chapter FFA Degree  
 
    2. Have been an active member for at least two years (24 months) at the time of 

receiving the State FFA Degree. 
    
    3. While in school, have completed the equivalent of at least two years (360 hours) of 

systematic school instruction in agricultural education at or above the ninth-grade 
level, which includes a supervised agricultural experience program. 

 
    4. Have earned and productively invested at least $1000 or worked at least 300 hours 

in excess of scheduled class time, or a combination thereof, in a supervised 
agricultural program. 

    5. Demonstrate leadership ability by: 
     a. Performing ten procedures of parliamentary law 
     
     b. Giving a six-minute speech on a topic relating to agriculture or the FFA. 
 
     c. Serving as an officer, committee chairperson, or participating member of a 

chapter committee. 
 
    6. Have satisfactory scholastic record as certified by the local agricultural education 

instructor and the principal or superintendent. 
 
    7. Have participated in the planning and completion of the chapter program of 

activities. 
 
    8. Have participated in at least five different FFA activities above the chapter level. 

(Static exhibits at local, regional, and state fairs are excluded) 
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    9.  Members will have completed a minimum of 25* hours of voluntary service as part 

of their FFA program. 
 
    The percentage of the total state membership which may receive the State FFA Degree and 

other requirements may be established by the State FFA Association. 
    
    Written records of achievement of all requirements, verified by the Chapter FFA Advisor, 

shall be submitted to the State Association at least one month prior to the State FFA 
Convention at which the State FFA Degree is to be received.  The State Advisor shall provide 
for review of the records and submit a recommendation to the State Association governing 
body, which shall nominate at the state FFA convention the candidates who have been 
found worthy to receive the honor.  The State FFA Degree will be conferred upon the 
candidates subject to approval by the delegates at the state convention. 

    
 Section F.   "American FFA Degree" - On meeting the minimum qualifications as set forth in the 

National Constitution, the American FFA Degree may be conferred by the chapter.  
 
 Section G.  "Honorary FFA Degree" - Farmers, school superintendents, principals, members of boards 

of education, chapter advisors, teachers, staff members in agricultural education, business 
people, and others who are helping to advance agricultural education and the FFA and who 
have rendered outstanding service, may be elected to receive an honorary degree by a 
majority vote of the members present at any regular meeting or convention. 

 
              The Honorary FFA Degree shall be limited to the Honorary Chapter FFA Degree in the local 

chapter, Honorary State FFA Degree in the State Association, and the Honorary American 
FFA Degree in the National Organization. All Honorary Degree recipients will be considered 
alumni/adult members as part of their Honorary Degree. 

 
ARTICLE VII. Emblem 
 
Section A.  The official emblem of the National FFA Organization shall include five symbols:  namely, 

(1) the plow, representing tillage of the soil; (2) the owl, representing wisdom; (3) the rising 
sun, representing progress; (4) a cross-section of an ear of corn, representing common 
agricultural interests; and (5) an American eagle surmounting the cross-section of the ear 
of corn, representing the national scope of the organization.  The emblem shall also include 
the three letters, "FFA" and the words, "Agricultural Education." 

 
Section B.  The emblem shall be uniform in the State Association and in all chapters.  All members 

shall be entitled to display the emblem. 
 
Section C.    Discovery FFA Degree recipients are entitled to wear the Discovery pin, Greenhand FFA 

Degree recipients are entitled to wear the official bronze emblem pin; "Chapter FFA Degree" 
recipients shall be entitled to wear the official silver emblem pin; "State FFA Degree" 
recipients shall be entitled to wear the official gold emblem charm; and "American FFA 
Degree" recipients shall be entitled to wear the official gold emblem key. 

 
Section D.  "Honorary Chapter FFA Degree" recipients shall be entitled to wear either the official silver 

emblem degree pin or gold emblem pin; "Honorary State FFA Degree" recipients shall be 
entitled to wear the official gold emblem charm; "Honorary American FFA Degree" recipients 
shall be entitled to wear the official gold emblem key. 

 
Section E.  FFA advisors shall be entitled to wear the official gold owl pin. 
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ARTICLE VIII. Officers 
 
Section A.  State Officers - State officer candidates must hold the State FFA Degree and have graduated 

from High School and reached their 18th birthday by September 1 of the year in which they 
are being elected and must not have previously held a state officer position. 
1. The elected officers of the North Dakota Association shall consist of a state 

president, state vice president, state secretary, state treasurer, state reporter, 
state sentinel and state parliamentarian elected at large. Other officers may be 
elected as deemed appropriate by the State Advisor and/or State FFA governing 
body. 

2. The president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, reporter, sentinel and 
parliamentarian shall be elected annually at the State Convention by a majority 
vote of the official delegates present.  Vote shall be by secret ballot for the 
offices.  

3. A screening committee consisting of four FFA delegate members from a chapter 
without a state officer candidate, two industry representatives, two past state 
officers and the immediate past president and president of the North Dakota 
Association of Agriculture Educators (NDAAE).  

4. Two or more candidates will be nominated for the office of President and Secretary, 
one or more candidates will be nominated for the offices of vice president, 
treasurer, reporter, sentinel, and parliamentarian, by the screening committee, 
no nominations may come from the floor. If candidates were not elected for a 
previous office, they will be considered for next office. A candidate may decline to 
run for an office, if they relinquish that right, they relinquish their right to all 
further offices.  Each officer candidate will give a nomination speech that has a 
maximum speaking time of two minutes. 

5. The State Supervisor(s) of Agricultural Education shall be the State Advisor and 
Executive Secretary of the FFA. 

6. The North Dakota FFA Board of Directors is the governing body of the North   
Dakota FFA Association.  The board shall consist of: seven state FFA officers 
(elected by North Dakota FFA Association general membership), State FFA Advisor 
(Chair of State Board of Directors), State Executive Secretary, eight local FFA 
advisors (one representing each FFA district and elected by each district), and a 
Director of the ND FFA Foundation.  The board of directors shall formulate and 
approve all policy.  The Board of Directors can amend the Constitution, Bylaws, 
and Program of Activities. 

a. The eight local FFA advisors shall be selected by the members of their respective 
FFA districts. Members will be elected to a three-year term with a maximum of six 
consecutive years serving on the board.  A rotation will begin with the 2015-2016 
school year with a one-year term for Districts 1, 3, 5, a two-year term for Districts 
2, 4 and 6 and a three-year term for Districts 7 and 8. In 2016-2017 all election 
terms will be three-year terms following this rotation. 

Section B.  Chapter Officers 
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    1. Officers of the local chapter shall consist of president, vice-president, secretary, 
treasurer, reporter, and sentinel. Other officers may be elected as deemed 
appropriate by the local advisor and/or governing body. The teacher(s) of 
agricultural education shall be the FFA advisor(s). Chapter officers shall be elected 
annually by the members present at a regular meeting of the local chapter. 

 
ARTICLE XI. Meetings and Conventions 
 
 Section A.  The State Convention of the ND FFA Association shall be held, unless circumstances 

prohibit otherwise, annually at North Dakota State University, either the first or second 
week in June, provided that facilities are available. 

 
 Section B.  Each local chapter shall be entitled to send two official delegates from its active membership 

to the State Convention, plus one additional delegate for each fifty active members or major 
fraction thereof above the first fifty, such delegates to be selected as provided in the Local 
Chapter Constitution or By-Laws. 

 
 Section C.  Local chapters shall hold their meetings at least once monthly throughout the year and at 

such time and place as may be decided upon by the executive committee of the chapter. 
 
 Section D  The State Advisor shall appoint the state qualifying number of official delegates to the 

National FFA Convention from that year’s members of the State Officer Team. 
 
 
ARTICLE X. Dues 
 
 Section A.  Annual membership dues in the State Association shall be fixed by a two-thirds majority 

vote of the delegates present at a State FFA Convention. 
 
 Section B.  The dues of any chapter shall be fixed by a majority vote of the membership of that chapter. 
 
ARTICLE XI. Committees 
 
    The President of the North Dakota FFA Association, Inc. shall appoint the following regular 

committees annually:  The Officer-Candidate Screening Committee, the Auditing 
Committee, and the State Program of Activities Committee.  Other committees may be 
appointed as deemed necessary. 

 
ARTICLE XII. Amendments to the Constitution 
 
 Section A.  Any proposed member amendment to the State Constitution must be prepared in writing 

and submitted to the State FFA Advisor and State FFA Executive Secretary at least sixty 
days prior to the annual State FFA Convention. 

 
 Section B.  Any proposed member amendment to the Constitution shall be compiled by the State 

Advisor and State FFA Executive Secretary and referred to the local chapters for their 
consideration and review at least thirty days prior to the annual State Convention. 

 
 Section C.  Member amendments may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present at any 

State Convention. 
 
 Section D.  If it is apparent that a need exists to amend the State Constitution without waiting until 

the next annual convention, the following alternate method may be used: 
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    1. The State FFA Advisor and State FFA Executive Secretary shall compile the 

proposed changes and shall submit them to all active chapters in the state together 
with an official ballot. 

 
    2. Within 30 days, the ballots shall be returned to the State FFA Advisor properly 

signed by the chapter president and advisor. 
 
    3. If a two-thirds majority approve, the constitution will be so amended and will be 

valid until the next subsequent convention at which time the delegates will vote on 
final approval. 

 
 Section E.  Amendments to the By-Laws may be proposed by a local chapter, an official delegate, 

members of the Board of Directors, or the State FFA Advisor and State FFA Executive 
Secretary and will require a majority vote of the official delegates.  Amendments to the By-
Laws must be in harmony with the National FFA Constitution and Federal Vocational 
Education Legislation. 

 
BY-LAWS OF THE NORTH DAKOTA FFA ORGANIZATION 

 
ARTICLE I.  All provisions of these By-Laws shall be considered a part of the Constitution of the North 

Dakota FFA Association, Inc. 
 
ARTICLE II.  Location of Principle Office 
 
 Section A.  The principle office of the North Dakota FFA Association, Inc. shall be in Bismarck, North 

Dakota at the State Capitol. 
 
ARTICLE III. District Organization 
 
 Section A.  The four districts of the North Dakota FFA Association shall be districts 1 – 8.
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ARTICLE IV.  Duties of the Officers 
 
 Section A.   President – It shall be the duty of the President to preside over the state convention. The 

president shall call an official convention of the North Dakota FFA Association, Inc. once 
each year.   

 Section B.  State officers of the North Dakota FFA Association shall follow the guidelines as outlined in 
the North Dakota State FFA Officer Handbook and Official FFA Manual. State officers are 
responsible for attending all state-called activities, chapter and sponsor visits, leadership 
development conferences, banquets, and other activities deemed necessary by the State 
Advisor or Executive Secretary. State Officers will be required to participate in a specific 
amount of chapter and sponsor visits as determined by the State Advisor or Executive 
Secretary. 

 
ARTICLE V. Procedure for Issuing Charters to Local Chapters 
 
 Section A.   The State Association may issue a charter to a local chapter when: 
 
    1. An application has been filed in the office of the State Association and approved by 

the State Advisor. 
 
    2. A list of the names of members and officers has been filed with the State Association. 
 
    3. A copy of the proposed local chapter constitution and by-laws has been filed in the 

office of the State Association. 
 
    4. A copy of the program of activities has been filed in the office of the State 

Association. 
 
    5. Current State and National dues have been paid. 
 
 
ARTICLE VI. Expenditure of Funds of the Association 
 
 Section A.   The State Advisor shall review for approval all expenditures of Association funds: 

1. Bills incurred in the maintenance of the State Organization, this to include  
       equipment purchase. No purchase may be made in this category in excess of  
       $2,500 without approval of the ND FFA Board of Directors. The following events  
       will not be restricted by this limit; 

a. State FFA Convention 
b. National FFA Convention 
c. Leadership Conference 
d. National Leadership Conference for State Officers (aggregate) 
e. ND State Fair (aggregate) 
f. District Leadership Conferences (aggregate) 

2. Bills incurred in the conducting of statewide activities. 
3. Bills incurred in the planning and participation in of National FFA Activities. 
4. Expenses incurred by the State Officer Team in the performance of their duties.    

      (Rates are defined in the Officer Handbook.) 
5. Annual Dues. 

 
 Section B.  Immediate expenses not included in Section A. are to be paid pending approval of the ND FFA 

Board of Directors (Electronic response is valid.) 
 

 Section C. The North Dakota FFA Association shall not support any of the expenses of the State FFA    
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 Advisor or Executive Secretary. Association registrations, travel and fees are to be pre-paid. 
 
Section D. Meal expenses may be reimbursed to the Association. Reimbursement will not be necessary if   

 the meal was designated by invitation or design as a team function. 
 
Section E.  Expenses of the Administrative Assistant for Ag Education with the Department of CTE incurred 

in support of FFA functions shall be the responsibility of the North Dakota FFA Association with 
the exception of mileage if a state fleet vehicle is utilized. Meals are to be submitted for 
reimbursement utilizing an FFA expense report form and at current state rate. Meals already 
included in event registration or as part of a team function will not be included. 

 


