2019 North Dakota FFA Ag Communications CDE Communications Quiz

Choose the best answer for each question.

1. According to the AP Stylebook, in print news writing, our state’s name should be abbreviated:

A. ND

B. No. Dak.

C. Nodak

D. N.D.
2. In broadcast writing, which sentence is correct?

A. He is traveling from Bismarck, N.D., to Madison, Wis.


B. He is traveling from Bismarck, North Dakota, to Madison, Wisconsin.

C. He is traveling from Bismarck ND to Madison WI.


D. He is traveling from Bismarck North Dakota to Madison Wisconsin.

3. Which sentence is correct for print AP style?

A. Seventy-five people attended our chapter banquet where 10 members received awards.
B. 75 people attended our chapter banquet where ten members received awards.

C. Seventy-five people attended our chapter banquet where ten members received awards.

D. 75 people attended our chapter banquet where 10 members received awards.

4. To get the best information from an interview:

A. ask primarily open-ended questions.
B. rely on information only from people rather than additional resources.

C. ask another question as soon as the interviewee pauses.

D. ask primarily closed-ended questions.

5. Which sentence is grammatically correct?

A. “What time does the banquet begin”? Jason asked. “I hope it’s soon; I’m hungry”.

B. “What time does the banquet begin?” Jason asked. “I hope it’s soon, I’m hungry”.

C. “What time does the banquet begin”? Jason asked. “I hope it’s soon, I’m hungry.”

D. “What time does the banquet begin?” Jason asked. “I hope it’s soon; I’m hungry.”
6. Which choice is true?

A. You should check information with sources before publishing if you have questions.
B. You should have the sources read your story before publication.

C. You should not have sources read your story before publication.

D. You should not call sources back to check information before publishing.

7. A news release should be sent to local media:

A. immediately after your chapter does well in a competitive event.

B. immediately after your chapter takes part in a competitive event.
C. sometime after your chapter takes part in a competitive event.

D. only if your chapter does well in a competitive event.

8. Which sentence is most appropriate for a broadcast new story?

A. According to Richmond FFA President Roy Edwards, the chapter sold $2,498 of fruit.

B. According to Richmond FFA President Roy Edwards, the chapter sold nearly 25-hundred dollars worth of fruit.
C. The Richmond FFA chapter sold $2,498 of fruit, according to President Roy Edwards.

D. The Richmond FFA chapter sold nearly 25-hundred dollars worth of fruit, according to President Roy Edwards.

9. Photo captions should:

A. identify people right to left.

B. be written in past tense.

C. be written in present tense.
D. be written in boldface.

10. For best design, photos should meet all these criteria except:

A. follow the rule of fourths.
B. be shot at a high digital resolution.

C. be a combination of horizontal and vertical.

D. avoid busy backgrounds.

11. The best way to illustrate different percentages that total 100 percent is usually:

A. line chart

B. bar chart

C. pie chart
D. text list

12. A written news story should include the following except:

A. direct quotes from sources

B. a lead that contains the most vital information

C. who, what, where, when, why and how

D. passive verbs
13. A news (press) release should include the following except:

A. contact information

B. date

C. a boilerplate with background information about the organization or company

D. additional pages of background information
14. Which sentence is correct for AP style?

A. Abby Smith was elected our FFA Chapter President.

B. Abby Smith was elected our chapter FFA president.

C. Abby Smith was elected our FFA chapter president.
D. Abby Smith was elected our chapter FFA President.
15. You should ask yourself all of the following when creating a story except:
A. Who is my intended audience?

B. What do my listeners/readers want to know?

C. Is the topic newsworthy?

D. Will I benefit from this story?
16. Broadcast stories should do all except:
A. Be simple

B. Repeat important information

C. Contain lots of facts and figures
D. Be in a conversational tone

17. In graphic design, what is white space?

A. Areas not filled with text or graphics 

B. A blank page

C. The borders of a page

D. The light portion of black-and-white photos

18. Two principles of graphic design are:
A. space and time

B. balance and proportion
C. dark and light

D. small and large

19. What should you do if you make a mistake in a news story?

A. Ignore it

B. Apologize to your sources

C. Apologize and write a correction
D. Argue with your sources that they gave you the wrong information

20. Quotes in news stories should do all of the following except:
A. Be accurate

B. Enhance the story

C. Provide insight into the speaker

D. Be long and rambling and require extensive explanation
21. Ethics require agricultural news writers and broadcasters to be all of the following except: 
A. Promoters of a particular product or service
B. Free of undue influence from interested parties

C. Fair 

D. Accurate

22. In graphic design, use visual aids to:
A. fill up space

B. make the page look pretty

C. emphasize important elements
D. provide a lot of information in a small space

23. To make news stories readable, you should do all of the following except:
A. Use short sentences

B. Include a lot of acronyms, abbreviations and jargon
C. Use simple words

D. Keep paragraphs short

24. You should do all of the following for an interview except:
A. Bring extra pens or pencils and paper

B. Develop your own shorthand

C. Suggest words when the interviewee can’t think of what to say
D. Take notes instead of relying on your memory
25. Agricultural communicators should possess all except which skill?
A. Writing

B. Editing

C. Gardening
D. Listening
