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Pollinator Gardens to Keep Our State
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Buzz on into the glorious understanding of pollinator gardens! Pollinator gardensa-__Eg;

~gardensilled with a large variety of plants that are both native and ornamental. A pollinator
garden is filled with plants that bloom in the early spring through to the late fall. Pollinator Af
gardens are doing a crucial part in a big problem we are having in the wonderful state of North
Dakota; a major decrease in the population of bees. Pollinator gardens do their partin
maintaining a high bee population by providing nectar and pollen to the bees, which act as their
carbohydrates and protein. By providing thesef’busy bees” with the right nutrients they, in
return, also provide to the field of agriculture.
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From the years 2007-2018 there has been a 21-36% decrease.ef bee population during
the winter season. One might be asking by now, “What is the big deal about bees?” c_v\_/_ell,g\
pollinator bees bring in around $15 billion in crops,’léeep our crops healthy, and theydo this
while providing that delicious golden topping we all love so much: honey. These little buzzing
bugs do a lot more than one may think, so it is crucial that people as groups or individuals also
do their part in providing for the bee$ They need a successful patch of nature,; &ays Dr. Esther
E. McGinnis, an extension horticulturist at North Dakota State Universit 75
conference took place at the North Dakota State FFA Conference on June 4%, on the NDSU

campus, discussing the importance of bees and what one can do to givedtbackte-them.
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Bees are dying for many reasons, some we can control. As one may know, North Dakota
sggtHattawns. These environments are great for
e. Native bees and honey bees cannot obtain
nutrients from the decline in flowers ouFstate-isfaeingNorth Dakota is ranked number one in
honey production, and we owe this not necessarily to ourselves, but to the 250 species of bees
that fly flowek-to-flower. Many of the 250 species of bees are endangered. With endangered
species we will not gain the wemeerful benefits provided by the bee such asrthe ranking of
production, pollinated flowers, financial inclinﬁjan - course, the production of honey. The
bees are calling for help and there are manyghbig and smali?
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Pollinator gardens are one of the best ways you can help thﬁ:i'i grse species of beé’live
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on{Giving the appropriate nutrients by planting w@n% variety/the bees.een do their job.
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If.,o,neﬁ;dwdec&demt@«traleem -stand.to.help.the.bees.and-warrted additional information
they-ean-visit the NDSU website and search for more publications through the NDSU extension.
These further publications include a plant list, bee species list and information, an explanation
to any questions, and other helpful recourses. In addition to NDSU’s publications, you can also
find the contact information ofeD:rvigEs;her McGinnis on the website. Visiting the website of

Master Gardens,\one can fill out an online application to receive a free sign that states the
certification of a)pollinator garden.
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The decrease in bees needs a lot of help being this is a national problem, so get
encouraged to lend a helping”wing"and save the bees¥



